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No Riot Plot Found 




PROBE BEGINS — New York Mayor John 
Lindsay, a member of the President’s 
Commission on Civil Disorders, and David 
Ginsburg, at right, Washington attorney 
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who has been named executive director of 
the Commission, head for its first meeting. 
In the rear is J. Lee Rankin, Warren Com- 
mission aide who was the .first witness. 



1st Session Held 
By LBJ Panel 
On Disorders 

By William Chapman 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover was quoted yester- 
day as saying he had no evi- 
dence on which to conclude 
that the summer’s urban 
violence was a result of a 
conspiracy. 

Hoover submitted a report 
on 52 city disturbances to the 
new Special Advisory Commis- 
sion on Civil Disorders, which 
held its first working meeting 
here yesterday. 

The commission’s chairman, 
Gov, Otto Kerner of Illinois, 
later . disclosed some of the 
comments, quoting Hoover as 
saying he had “no intelligence 
on which to base a conclusion 
of conspiracy.” 

Sees No Pattern 
Kerner also said it is his 
personal opinion at this point 
that there is no evidence of a 
pattern of organized sniping 
in the violence that has envel- 
oped many Negro ghettos. 

“All of us are impressed by 
the fact that they (the riots) 
all seem to start from some 
little incidents,” Kerner 
added. 

Several members of Con- 
gress have said they see evi- 
dence of coordinated conspira- 
cy causing the outbreaks. Sen. 
►Everett M. Dirksen (111.), the 
Senate Republican leader, has 
said there is “mounting evi- 
dence” that the riots “may be 
the result of organized plan- 
ning and execution on a 
national scale.” The anti-riot 
bill pending' in Congress as- 
sumes that some persons cross 



state lines to foment trouble. 
‘Some National Plan* 

House Minority Leader Ger- 
ald R. Ford (R-Mich.) has said, 
“I can’t help but believe that 
there is in the background 
some national plan” 

Kerner emphasized that he 
has formed no full conclusions 
on the causes of rioting and 
did not elaborate at length on 
Hoover’s statement, volun- 
teered by the FBI director to 
the commission. 

Kerner said he thinks the 
commission will have diffi- 
culty meeting the deadlines 
laid down' by President John- 
son, who appointed it last 
week. The commission is to 
make an initial report by 
March 1 and go out of busi- 
ness in late July. 

The commission’s executive 
director, David Ginsburg, said 
its members expect to become 
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McClellan committee au- 
thorized to investigate riots. 
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“intimately” involved in the 
investigation of what causes 
the disorders. The members 
probably will break up into 
small groups and visit, cities 
struck by the recent out- 
breaks, Ginsburg said. 

In emphasizing that the 
members will follow closely 
the staff’s fact-gathering, Gins- 
burg was responding to a 
question posed by criticism of 
the Warren Commission that 
investigated the assassination 
of President Kennedy. 

Relied on Staff Work 
I Analysts concluded that 
varren Commission members 
pent relatively little time^ri 
aeetings and relied heavily on 
of their staff. Gins- 
mrg said this issue was dis- 
; ;ussed yesterday with J. Lee 
tankin, who headed the War- 
den Commission staff. 

Kerner’s commission yester- 
day approved Theodore A. 
Jones, a Negro and director of 
the Illinois Department of 
Revenue, as its staff director. 
Ginsburg picked Jones after 
dining Monday night with him 
and Kerner. Ginsburg said he 
had interviewed a half-dozen 
other possibilities for the job 
but found Jones to be the 
most capable. 

Jones, 53, is a graduate of 



the University of Illinois who 
went on to study business 
management at Northwestern 
University. He was a partner 
in a Chicago accounting firm 
and, for one year, regional di- 
rector of the U.S. antipoverty 
agency before being appointed 
to the finance post in Illinois. 
He also is a member of the 
President’s Committee on 
Equal Housing Opportunities. 

The Commission on Civil 
Disorders heard yesterday 
from Warren Christopher, a 
Deputy Attorney General who 
was vice chairman of the Mc- 
Cone Commission that investi- 
gated the Watts riot of 1965. 

Gen. Hollis Testifies 

1 ‘ Present, to testify about the 

d National Guard’s capabilities 
in riot-control were Army 
Brig. Gen. H. W. Hollis, direc- 
tor of operations in the office 
of the Deputy Chief of Staff 
for Operations, and Maj. Gen. 
Winston P. Wilson, chief of 
the Army’s National Guard 
Bureau. 

Secretary of Health, Educa- 
tion and Welfare John W. 
.Gardner led off a series of Ad- 
r Ministration officials who will 
1 > discuss problems in the big 
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city ghettos. Today the com- 
mission will hear from anti- 
poverty Director Sargent 
Shriver, Labor Secretary W. 
Willard Wirtz, and Robert C. 
Weaver, Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development. 

Kerner told reporters the 
commission has made no deci- 
sions yet about whether it will 
hold open or closed hearings. 

It will open offices in mid- 
town Washington and proba- 
bly will resume its meetings 
next week, Kerner said. 



